Believe in Yourself

Head’s News

Dear Parents/Carers

This half-term is flying by and | am
delighted with how well the children
have settled and are embracing their
learning.

We are often asked how you can help
your child at home and there are two
ways that are especially beneficial. The
first is reading. Whether your child is
still learning their phonics, or if they are
a fluent reader, one of the most
powerful things you can do is to read to
and read with your child, talking about
the content and modelling the reading
process. The other is mathematical
fluency — this is counting, knowing their
number bonds and their times tables off
by heart. A great free app for this is
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We are arranging information evenings
for parents about how to support
reading and maths at home later this
term, so please add the dates to your
diary.

Now that school is back to normal we
are having a drive to establish and
maintain positive behaviours around
school.
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This means a focus on:

e Celebrating and rewarding positive
behaviour.

e Giving children the tools to manage
their relationships with empathy and
assertiveness.

¢ Emphasising the importance of
respect for each other and
equipment.

Children are learning more about all of
these things in PSHE lessons and
assemblies. Positive relationships and
respectful behaviour are also being
modelled and reinforced by adults
around school, linking to our school
behaviour policy. We would be
grateful for any support you can give
in reinforcing this at home.

Some useful resources:

Finally, we encourage you to get
involved with the school. Two great
ways of doing this are by becoming a
parent governor (see attached) or
helping our wonderful

Thank you.

Sue Selwood

Dates for your Diary

October

10™ - Y5 Literature Festival

13™- Y4 Literature Festival
PTA Quiz

17~ Y3 Stone Age Visitor

17" - 5B Anglo-Saxon visit

19" — Reading info. evening

20" - PTA Disco

24™ - Half Term

31°%t- Start of term

November

1°t - 4E Chedworth trip

2" - 4S Chedworth trip

37" 4H Chedworth trip

3" Parents evening

8™ - Parents evening

9™~ Y6 Height and weight checks
11"~ Remembrance assembly
14 — 6S Oxford Castle

16" — 6GS Oxford Castle

17* — 6P Oxford Castle

16™ — 18™ Flu immunisations
17 — Spooky Story Evening
18" — Football World Cup day

Secondary School

Please note, secondary schools have visits and open days listed on their websites, along with application
forms. The deadline for applications is 315t October MIDNIGHT.

Contact: reception@ckjs.org.uk

01242 526171



mailto:reception@ckjs.org.uk
https://whiterosemaths.com/1-minute-maths
https://parentingsmart.place2be.org.uk/
https://www.coramlifeeducation.org.uk/scarf/home-learning-unit-1
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=06T80OPjlEqQiApPRZq2rLCPyNIJUyZNr9cmfonZBC9UQzcyQ0pNTDZZQUhDODQ4OFVQQVkxQUpGVS4u

Year 5 Anglo Saxon Trip — Dean Heritage Centre

Last week, Year 5 set off on an Anglo-Saxon adventure! We travelled through ancient forests to the Dean
Heritage Centre. First of all, we had a chat with Aethelstan a real-life Anglo Saxon. He told us how the Anglo-
Saxons kept clean and we found out that they used combs made of bone. They also used metal sticks to
clean out their nails. We found out when the Anglo-Saxons arrived in England and where they came from
(Denmark, Germany and France). They had a good diet eating lots of different foods, for example, bread,
meat (beef, wild boar), cheese, grapes, apples, nuts. They also used the leaves from certain trees as lettuce!
Honey was their only sweetness so they didn’t have to brush their teeth too often.

After that, Aethelstan showed us different weapons and how the Anglo-Saxons used them. We all had a go
and doing a battle-cry which frightened our teachers! Jack in 5H experienced what it felt like to be attacked
by an enemy. He was very brave and all of 5H screamed!

We had lunch by the lake and then walked ‘The Gruffalo’ trail leading to the play park.

After lunch, we split into two groups. One group made Celtic brooches from gold and silver paper and
decorated them with gems. The other group went searching for wild boar in the forest. We learnt how to
track the wild boar and how to use our different senses.

We had a great day and came home happy and tired.

By Emily 5H
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Y6 French Trip

On Friday 30™ September, year 6 arrived at school at five o’clock in the
morning. Year 6 got on the coach and soon settled down for their
journey. After 6 hours of driving, they arrived at the port. They stopped
off at the shop for some breakfast before getting on to the ferry. The

journey to France took 2 hours and they ate their packed lunches sat
watching the sea. After arriving at France, they sat back down on the
coach for another hour of driving. As they were early, year 6 got to
spend some time playing on the beach. There were some children
playing football, some playing cricket and some making sand
sculptures. They shook the sand out of their socks and headed for the
chateau. When they arrived, two of the staff gave the children a short
tour of the chateau and told them some very interesting facts about
the history of the amazing place that they would be staying at. By this
time, everybody was very hungry so they headed down to the dining
hall for a delicious dinner of chicken or vegetable curry. When they
were all full up, they had a bit of time to get changed before their first
evening activity. When everybody was ready, year 6 lined up outside
the chateau and were split into 2 groups. The evening activity that
night was a scavenger hunt where they had to find things beginning
with all the letters of the alphabet. Some children came up with some
very imaginative ideas. Once they were finished, they walked to their
dorms and settled down ready to go to bed.

Rebecca year 6

Year 6 woke up and went down to the dining hall for breakfast, excited for the
day ahead at the aquarium. After a filling breakfast of pastries, they got back
on the coach to go to Naussicca. When they arrived, they were given a packed
lunch with some snacks and a baguette of their choice. When they got off the
coach, it was raining so they made a dash for the aquarium. They had to wait
in a queue for a long time because security checked your bags and scanned
you. Inside the huge hall, year 6 sat down and where put into groups of
roughly 10 and were sent off around the aquarium. They saw colourful fish,
illuminated jellyfish and scaly crocodiles. They went to lunch after they had
seen half the aquarium and feasted on baguettes, waffles and yoghurt. After
everybody had had their fill, they went back to explore the rest of the place.
After lunch, they went back to see streamlined sharks, energetic otters and
awesome algae. There was a huge tank full of fish, manta rays and sharks.
Year 6 were lucky enough to go through a glass tunnel under the water. An
amazing giant manta ray glided over them as they went through. Once they
had seen most of the aquarium, the children went to the gift shop to spend
some their money that they were given at the start. They brought octopus
teddies, hoodies and glass models. After they had checked out, they got back
on the coach. When they arrived, year 6 went up to their dorms to get ready
for their evening activity. They had a quiz around the campfire waiting for
them. After a dinner of roasted vegetables and optional snails and frog’s legs,
they headed down to the campfire. The quiz included questions about films,
football and France.

Theo Year 6




Year 6 woke up between 7 to 8 o clock. The teachers came to
wake up all the children who weren’t already awake. They all
got half an hour to get ready and then they all went to the
dining hall for breakfast. There was a lot of choice but most of
the people went with a croissant or a pain au chocolate with
some cereal. After that, they all went on a tour of the chateau
where they were guided by some friendly staff who showed
them lots of ancient things that they found from the

1600s. Once they had finished with the tour, they went to a
market where everybody got to spend at most ten Euros
depending on how much their parent or guardian let them
spend. It was a big market and there was a lot of stuff to spend
including sweets, belts and lots more. Once they had finished,
they began to walk back to the chateau. On the way, they went
to a church. They went inside where they saw lots of amazing
detail on the roofs and lots of famous people sculpted in
stone. They walked back in a hurry and gulped down their
lunch so that they wouldn’t be late for the chocolate factory.
They all went up on the coach and went on an hour’s journey
on a double decker bus. As they took a short amount of time
on the coach, year 6 waited until the guide came and took us
where he talked about how they made chocolate and let them
try some of the ingredients that make chocolate. After the
guide had talked about how they made chocolate, year 6 went
inside to see all the amazing sculptures made out of chocolate
and got to taste some. Once year 6 were full up, they got to
spend some money in the shop which had lots of delicious
chocolate. Most of the people spent around five to ten Euros
on lots of chocolate. Soon they arrived at the small dairy
farm. Year 6 got to stroke some cows and learnt about what
the owners grow in their fields. As everybody was so full, most
of year 6 slept on the journey which was short for how much
time on the coach that they had spent so far. Once they had
finished with the journey, all of the children went to eat some
delicious food. As the children were tired, all of them only had
one more activity ahead of them. Everybody got to split into
two groups were they all gathered up in the Hall to have a
Halloween party. All of year 6 had a fun time playing lots of
exiting games on the topic of Halloween. After everybody was
tired out all of the children went to bed for the long next day
ahead.

Theo Year 6




Forest School

The CKIS Forest School is now up and running. From the second week of term we have been with year 3 and 4,
running through Forest School routines, safety and rules. It is important to get this base in place to make sure
everyone knows how to stay safe so that we can expand out the activities in the future. In addition, we have
been looking at what autumn looks like, why the seasons change and tree identification.

This all links into the curriculum topics of the Stone Age, Iron Age, and the Romans, in that we can think about
how people survived in those days, before supermarkets and fast food. The reality is that our ancestors relied
on what nature could provide to sustain themselves for food, warmth and shelter. A deep understanding of
nature and what it could provide was an essential element of survival, not just something that was nice to know.
We have looked at the Oak, Birch, Ash, Holly, Hawthorne, Horse Chestnut, Elder and Rowan trees. Out of all of
the activities, picking up conkers remains a firm favorite, and I'm sure a few conkers made it to the children's
homes.

In addition, the Forest School after school club has now reached its third session. The activities are divided

into the groupings of, survival/bushcraft, team games, field crafts and nature. This has taken the form of
planting acorns and horse chestnuts to see how they develop over the coming months, river crossing exercises,
(no rivers involved), journey stick making and fire lighting. It has been great to see the children so enthusiastic,
and to see that the number of participants going up every week. Last week we had 46 children and | would like
to pass on my thanks to Mrs Brewer, Mrs Donaldson and Mrs Harnett, in what has been a very busy club.

Forest School runs through all seasons and weather conditions, and is only cancelled in the case of very high
winds or lightning. As we move through the autumn into the winter, it would be helpful if the children could be
prepared for Forest School sessions by having warm and water proof clothing, hats, gloves, and leg coverings,
such as joggers or similar. We ask that legs and arms are covered to avoid any scrapes or stings. As the sessions
will run on PE days, joggers can be worn over shorts.

Forest school aims to develop the children, physically, emotionally, intellectually, and spiritually, (In developing
a connection to nature). This is a long term process and we look forward to seeing how the journey we are on,
develops. As Forest School is child led, please encourage the children to speak up about any activities they think
we could add to the program, all suggestions are welcome. We are in autumn now, and if you are walking to
school, take a moment to point out the changes in the colours of the leaves, the nuts and berries that
have developed in the hedgerows and how the leaves are now falling. Winter is coming, but we can
enjoy the autumn.




PTA News

I'ts been busy at PTA headquarters recently whilst organising our exciting events.

It was great to see so many new faces at the year 3 open class room event. If you left your
details to add to our helper's group and haven't heard anything, please let us know.

The Car boot sale was well attended and thanks you to those who came to sell their wares- a
special thank you to Miss Tibbles for organising it.

The clothes swap was a great success and a HUGE thankyou to Wendy Ellis for your support
and for raising a whopping £300 for the PTA.

The up coming PTA quiz night on 13t October promises to be an exciting night so sign up if
you haven't already!

We also have the Famous CKJS kids disco on the 20t October. This will be held after school.
6-7pm for years 3&4 and 7:15-8:15pm for years 5&6. It will be £3 on the door for entry.

If you would like to volunteer for any of our events, please sign up on pta-events page.

The Christmas fair will take place on Saturday 10" December this year and we are already
looking for raffle prizes from local businesses as well as local stall holders and volunteers for
the day. Keep an eye out for how to book a stall on our facebook page/social media.

We would like to hear from any year six parents who would like to support us with the
ordering of the Leavers hooddies for the current year six. It really helps having someone who

recognises names from the year group.

If you are interested, please leave a message with reception who can pass on details.

CKJS and CKIS Prayer Groups

As well as many other ways that we can give to the work of the school, you may be
someone who would like to pray for the school. There is a Prayer Support Group which
has been meeting for many years to pray for both CKJS and CKIS, and to pray for every
aspect of school life - if you would like more information please contact Dan and Kate
Lamb, directly or via Reception. Our next prayer meeting will be held at their house on
11*" October from 7.30-8.30pm, and anyone is welcome. If you cannot join us but if you
have any request for prayer please also feel free to pass it on in confidence.




Jeans for Genes Day

On Friday, 16% September all the children were
invited to wear their jeans (or similar) to school
together with non-uniform on the top half! This
national event helps to fund research into cures
for children’s genetic diseases.

We raised a fantastic £360.40 for this incredible
charity and would like to thank you all for your
support.

Car Boot Sale

Beautiful wether and the bustle of busy car
booters, made for a lovely day. A steady flow of
bargain hunters made their way round our field
and were able to enjoy refreshements organized by
our wonderful PFA. Collectively, the car boot sale
raised over £235.00. Thank you for your continued
support.

French Learning at Home

If your child would like to practise their French at
home, they can log in to our French Scheme,
‘Language Angels’, where they will find the
PowerPoints we use at school plus lots of games,
activity sheets and songs.

Website:
https://www.languageangels.com/homeschool/

Useful Links

https://camp4211.co.uk/

https://www.move-more.org/

Contact Us:
b4 reception@ckjs.org.uk & 01242526171

Website: www.ckjs.org.uk

Ben Millerx

Two weeks ago, Years 4,5 & 6 were treated to a
visit from Ben Miller, the famous actor from
films such as Johnny English and Paddington 2.
Ben has written several children's books and
came in to talk about his latest: 'The Night We
Got Stuck In A Story'. He read the start of the
story and talked about what his inspiration was.
This turned out to be a hollow tree that he came
across on a family walk during lockdown. He has
written a book for each of his children and they
appear as his main characters. Our children
really enjoyed his talk and asked lots of
interesting questions at the end. Ben then
stayed to sign his books and we are lucky
enough to have several signed copies in our
school library. After the children had gone, Ben
said how much he had enjoyed speaking at our
school and how engaged the children had been!



https://camp4211.co.uk/
https://www.move-more.org/
http://www.ckjs.org.uk/
https://www.languageangels.com/homeschool/

