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Dear Parents/Carers

This half term has flown by. As always, we’ve had lots of
exciting activities but a particular highlight has been the class
and school heats of our ‘Look Who's Talking Competition’. We
have been so impressed by the high standard of all of the
entries and the huge variety of subjects covered. | would like
to congratulate everyone who took part and a special well done
to our Y3/4 winner Millie Y from 3MB and our Y5/6 winner
Grace C from 6GS, who both go through to the Cheltenham
finals, which are being held at the Ladies College on 6 March.

Earlier this term we had a visit from Hannah Leatherland, who
works for Cheltenham Borough Council. They are trying hard to
reduce the amount of air pollution in Cheltenham, especially in
the areas around schools. An interesting statistic they shared is
that just 5 minutes of a car engine idling would fill 3 shipping
containers of air pollutants! Please can | encourage you all to
switch off your engines if ever you are waiting for your child
around the school periphery.

For World Book Day on 7 March, we are having a ‘Swap’ theme.
The children are invited to swap their school uniform on that
day and come to school wearing their own clothes or a book-
themed costume. We are also going to host a book swap on
that day. The children can bring a book to school that they
have already read and swap it for another one. To start us off,
we would welcome some donations of children’s books if you
have any to spare.

Finally, we always notice those children who have really good
manners and would like to recognise this. This stems from
home and we appreciate your support in encouraging your
children to say please, thank you and to show respect to
others.

With warmest wishes for the half term holiday,
Sue Selwood

Dates for your Diary

February
19t — Return to school Staff and Students
20t 22 231 — Football matches
21— Abernant Information Evening 6:30pm
W/C 26t — CKJS Clubs Start
26" Year 5 Timbercombe visit
29t — Cross Country at Cheltenham Prep

29" — Parents’ Evening

March
5th — Parents’ Evening
6t - Cheltenham Finals — Look Who's Talking
7t — Boys Cross Country Ashley Manor
8™ — Girls Cross Country Ashley Manor
W/C 11t — Year 6 Mock SATS Week
11t — Quicksticks Hockey
12t — Year 4 Show Performance — 2pm
13t — Year 4 Show Performance — 5pm
14t — Music Concert — 7pm
15t — Red Nose Day
18t — Quicksticks Hockey
19t — Year 6 Languages afternoon
20™ —Tag Rugby Festival
22" — Football Festival
22" - Last Day of Spring Term

Please keep an eye on the diary on the school
website for other dates.



http://www.ckjs.org.uk/

CKJS Music Concert — 14" March at 7pm

You are invited to our annual celebration of music. With performances from the school orchestra, the chaoir,
ensembles and soloists.

CKIJS Forest School

Winter is the time that nature sleeps, but at
., Forest School we have remained fully
active. As the snowdrops are now
¥ emerging, it seems like a good time to have
a review of the past months activities and
developments.

The Gloucestershire County Council tree
planting team visited our site last summer
and were very impressed in our rapid
development, ecological commitment and
plans for further development. They asked
about our needs, and in early December we
received 12 trees around 3 metres in height,
(Rowan, Silver Birch, Apple and Plumb), and
175 mixed hedging plants, (Hawthorn,
Blackthorn, Acer and Dogwood).

All the saplings have been planted, and green buds can be seen
on some already. The GCC have moved our site forward by
around 5 years, we have a small orchard and lots of hedging
now around the site. This is great for the ecology and the
children can enjoy the space and nature throughout the year.

We have added an extra day onto the after school provision due to demand. Year 3 on
Tuesdays, Year 4 on Wednesdays and Year 5/6 on Thursdays. The numbers of children
wishing to choose Forest School as an after school activity is very encouraging and we are
looking forward to the spring and summer sessions, and explore nature waking up.

This week was the first trial run of lunchtime year group Forest School sessions, which

i have been well attended and enthusiastically supported. We are glad to be able to

@ expand our lunchtime play provision and are looking forward to hopefully better weather.
& We continue to develop our project and welcome all ideas, in the end it is the children

%8 Who make this Forest School a success and all of them, supporters and staff get my
thanks. Gary Brewer - Forest School Leader

Use Of The Staff Car Park

Please can we remind parents and carers that the staff car park should
not be used to drop off students for school or wraparound care unless
you have an agreement in place with Reception.

In addition to this please use the available paths to escort children to
and from the Blue Room. There are a concerning number of students
running across the staff car park when staff members are arriving onsite.




packed lunch on that day.

Easter.

CKIJS Extra-Curricular Clubs
Our new clubs will start on Monday 26™ February until the
end of the school year. Please make sure you aware aware
of what time your childs club finishes. Children do not need
to sign up for lunchtime clubs. Children attending lunchtime
clubs will not be able to go to Balcarras and will need a

Please note Circuits will only run until we break up for

Super Star Gymnastics

Booking for next half term

Afterschool to 4.05pm class:
https://bookwhen.com/ssgym/e/ev-si9d-
20240219152500 (children collected from
CKJS and walked to venue)

4.10-4.50pm class:
https://bookwhen.com/ssgym/e/ev-sd2g-
20240219161000

4.50-5.30pm class:
https://bookwhen.com/ssgym/e/ev-shmj-
20240219165000

Uniform

https://super-star-
gymnastics.sumupstore.com/products

Many Thanks

Super Star Gymnastics

CKJS PTA

Join us for our AGM!

When: Thursday 22" February at 4.30pm
Where: CKIS

We will be holding our Annual General Meeting with Mrs Selwood, and
we would like to offer you - parents, carers and staff! - an invitation to
be involved, hear about last year's activities and successes, and learn
about upcoming fundraising plans for next term. There is no obligation
to participate, but if you do have any opinions about improvements or
new ideas, then please pop along and let us know. This is a great
opportunity to give us some feedback and support us with our goal of
raising funds to help the school create a better learning environment.

We look forward to seeing you!
Carla, Katie & Hollie

WORLD

BOOK
DAY

7 March 2024

The Library

Costume Swap

5 February - 19 February
DONATE a costume to any library (thank you!)

19 February - 7 March
SWAP an old costume for a new one!

) Accessories, whole and part costumes accepted

) Donations will be accepted throughout the swap
> Discover swaps across all county libraries ‘ @D
) Both adult and child costumes welcome \_’

) You can still take a costume home if you don’t have one to swap

ARTS COUNCIL @gloucestershlre
NGLAND B e v

®. & Inven®
? TE&Y
Lunchtime Football
Calling all izt Bors, sci isBs, and malkers ...

ImvenB IBY Is o brand new SBEM2 club in Cheltenham for years
4/5/6 aiming to help kids explore Science, Technology, Engineering
(maybe some Mathst)

Expect inventions, experiments and challenges with electronics,
mechanics, computers, robots and more ...

Every onday AfSerncen (Germ €ime)
3:30pm to 4:45pm e
Balcarrdas Schocl /
Spring Berm 2—196h Feb So 186h Mar
Reserve gour place nou!

Visit our website or contact Rich Gray directly
on 07506043467 for more information.

www.invent-it.co.uk

We would like to request
that any children playing
Football at lunchtime
wear shin pads so please
send some in with your
child if they will be playing
football.
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