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Dear Parents/Carers 

As we reach the end of the Spring term, I 

would like to extend a huge thank you to 

you all for your support of the school 

over the past few months.  With the 

change in guidance on how we manage 

Covid, and the warmer weather, I am 

really looking forward to the summer 

term.   

The warmer weather also means the 

children will not need to sit in chilly 

classrooms!  This means children should 

wear normal school uniform.  On the 

days when the children have outside 

games, please can they wear a plain t-

shirt (ideally in the colour of their house) 

and plain shorts.  They can always wear 

their school sweatshirt as an additional 

layer.  Please note, children are not 

allowed to wear ‘smart watches’ to 

school but they can wear a normal watch 

or a fitbit.   

The children have been working really 

hard since January and very much 

deserve their Easter holidays.  As you will 

see from our newsletter, we have been 

very busy with all sorts of events and 

activities.  A special congratulations to 

our Year 4 children for a fantastic 

production of their show, Volcanoes, this 

week.  Their confidence and enthusiasm 

was fabulous and their singing was 

outstanding.  Well done Year 4! 

 

Head’s News 

08/04/22  

Dates for your Diary  

April 2022 

8th End of term 4 

11th – 22nd Easter Holiday 

25th Start of term 5 

27th – 29th Year 5 Residential  

May 2022 

2nd Bank Holiday 

6th PTA Quiz 

9th – 12th Year 6 SATs 

19th Young Voices 

19th Stackpole Information 

Evening 

27th CKJS Platinum Jubilee Day 

28th Cheltenham Childrens’ 

Festival 

 

 

 

We raised a fantastic £404.24 on Red Nose Day. Thank you all for your 

unwaivering support. 

The pressures from Covid have meant 

that we have not been able to source 

supply staff as we would normally do, 

so if teachers or TAs have been ill or 

have tested positive, other staff 

members have rallied around to cover.  

The goodwill shown by our staff for this 

has been amazing and without this we 

would have been forced to close classes 

or year groups.  I would like to thank all 

of the school staff for their resilience 

and flexibility since the start of the year.  

It is a privilege to work with such a 

committed team who go out of their 

way to provide a progressive and 

enriching curriculum for the children.   

Next term we have lots of exciting 

things planned, including our Year 5 and 

6 residential trips, opening the 

swimming pool, lots of sports events 

and celebrating the Queen’s platinum 

jubilee.  More information will follow. 

Finally, I would like to wish you all a 

restful and enjoyable break for the next 

two weeks and look forward to 

welcoming you back for the Summer  

term on 25th April. 

Sue Selwood 

Living with Covid – DfE guidance 

From 1 April, children and staff who are unwell and have a high 

temperature no longer need to test and should stay at home and 

avoid contact with other people.  They can return to school if they no 

longer have a high temperature and feel well enough.  Adults with a 

positive Covid test result should stay at home and avoid contact with 

others for 5 days and for children the advice is to stay at home for 3 

days. 

 

 



 

 

  

Recent Sporting Events 

 

We have taken part in many sporting events since half-term: Quicksticks Hockey for Y5&Y6, 
Football matches and tournaments for both boys and girls, a Tag Rugby festival, a New Age 
Indoor Kurling Competition and many more fixtures and clubs.  
 
At the Y5 Hockey event at Pates, we had two teams who competed well and finished 2nd and 
6th respectively. Both teams played some incredible hockey and showcased lots of the skills 
they have learned over the last two terms.   
 
A week later, it was the Y6s turn. We started really well winning the first three matches. We lost 
the final three matches meaning we finished in sixth place overall. A great effort and some 
fantastic hockey on display once again.  
 
We have played many football matches this term.  The girls played matches against Holy 
Apostles, St Marks and Warden Hill, winning one, drawing one and losing one. The girls worked 
together well as a team and it was great to see so many of the girls representing the school.  
The boys played against Naunton Park and St Gregorys. Unfortunately we lost both matches but 
the boys did really well to qualify for this stage of the competition.  
The Y5s took part in a festival of football held on our school field. They played matches against 
other schools and ourselves. It was a great afternoon and once again the teamwork and football 
ability on show was a joy to watch.  
 
A couple of weeks ago in the glorious weather, we took a rugby team over to Bishops Cleeve to 
take part in a rugby festival. We played eight matches - won 3, drew 4 and lost only 1 match. It 
was a great day and the children were a credit to the school with some outstanding skill and 
determination to outwit our opponents.  
 

 

Kurling 

Yesterday some of our 

children took part in a 

curling competition and 

thoroughly enjoyed 

themselves. 



 

 

  

 

The children are really enjoying our  

Breakfast and After School Club. From  

outdoor fun to cookery and everything  

between, one thing is for sure, they are 

having lots of fun. Photos will be 

coming soon. 

 

Our Team 

Mrs Fincham 

Mrs Hmilanska 

Mr Dobbins 

Mrs Guilder 

 

 

To book a place at either Breakfast Club or After school club 

please use this link  

https://ckjs.magicbooking.co.uk/Identity/Account/Login 

After school Club 

 

 

https://ckjs.magicbooking.co.uk/Identity/Account/Login


 

 

  

 

Lunchtimes 

Since the improvement of weather, we have been able to move lunchtime play on to the field. 
Throughout autumn and winter, we used the playground areas for play and have had a variety of 
activiites available for our children. We thought it would be a good opportunity to share what 
lunchtimes look like here at CKJS. 

 
Our lunchtime team 
 
Lead midday supervisor  
Hannah Fincham  
 
 

Midday supervisors 
Eva Hmilanska 
Pat Allen 
Gary Brewer 
James Dobbins 
Daci De- Cuy 
Helen Fitzsimmons  
Hayley Bonner 
 
 

 
We recognise the importance of unstructured time within a school day and encourage choice. We 
have something for everyone with the opportunity to join lunchtime clubs too. We have 
structured ball games like 4 Square, giant snakes and ladders, giant connect 4, construction toys, 
skipping ropes and hoops along with quiet areas for reading, drawing and lego.  
 
Whilst for the majority of children, playtime is one of the most enjoyable times of the day, we 
recognise that for others, it presents many challenges. We aim to help children navigate tricky 
friendships issues and difficult social situations with supportive and restorative practices but 
recognise that this does not take away from the upset that a child may feel. Social skills and 
navigating friendships issues are all important life skills and playtime provides the perfect 
environment to work on these. 
 
Play is often talked about as if it were a relief from serious learning but for children, play is serious 
learning. Play can leads social-emotional and intellectual growth, and it should be treated less as a 
break from learning and more as something just as essential. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

  
 

 

 

  

  

  
 

 

 

 

Lunchtimes 



 

  
 

School attendance and absence 

Whilst we recognise that the last few years have been very difficult for everyone, we can not authorise 
family holidays during term time on the grounds of families needing ‘family time’. To avoid disrupting 
your child's education, you should arrange (as far as possible), appointments and outings after school and 
at weekends. Being punctual in the mornings, is also very important as children complete morning tasks 
before the register that help to secure previous learning. 

Going to school regularly is important for your child's future. Parents are responsible for making sure their 
children receive full-time education. Parents are legally responsible for making sure that children attend 
school. If your child doesn't go to school, you could get fined or prosecuted. 

Good attendance at school is not just valuable, it’s essential. Going to school is directly linked to improved 
exam performance which should in turn lead to further learning opportunities and better job prospects. As 
well as this, going to school helps to develop: 

 Friendships                                                                           

 Social skills 

 Team values 

 Life skills 

 Cultural awareness 

 Career pathways 

Attendance in figures 

Schools will advise parents of a child's attendance levels at least once a year. This will usually include a 
percentage attendance figure. 

Achieving 90 per cent in an exam or test is a fantastic result but if your child is at school for only 90 per 
cent of the school year then they will have missed 19 days - almost four whole weeks of school. 

For primary-age children, this can mean almost 120 guided learning hours. This is a big gap for any child to 
make up. 

 

Useful club links 

 Move More                                                                    

 Camp 4-2-11 

 Jubillee Jolly 

                                                                                           

 Cheltenham’s Children’s Choir 

 Cheltenham Rocks Easter Fun 

 Super Star Gymnastic Club 

https://www.move-more.org/
https://camp4211.co.uk/
https://www.stallfinder.com/event/jubilee-jolly-in-sandford-park-cheltenham/228062/
https://cheltenhamchildrenschoir.co.uk/
https://www.cheltenhamrocks.co.uk/things-to-do/easter-holiday-activities-and-events-in-cheltenham/
https://bookwhen.com/ssgym#focus=ev-sknp-20220407150500


 

  

  

 

 
 

 Forest School 
 
 

 

Since starting work on the Forest School site in mid-December, the ground is now cleared of brambles and 
we have planted around 450 Hazel and Blackthorn, 60 Willow, 30 Forsythia, a Buddleia, and Rowen tree. 
The aim of the planting is to increase biodiversity on the site and to eventually provide materials for the 
children to use in craft projects. In fairness, it just looks like a load of sticks have been pushed into the 
ground for now, but over the coming months these plants will take root and by the end of the summer 
there should be something to show for the effort. 
  
With the Brambles removed we are moving onto having children onto the site. On Thursday 31/03/2022, 
children from Mrs Partridges class came onto the site to discuss and be shown the impact of people on the 
environment and how with effective management we can increase biodiversity within an area. We 
discussed the cutting down of the Leylandii, and how the tree was not native to this country meaning it 
didn’t support very many species, the tree took light from the other trees behind it, and some research 
has linked to Leylandii popularity resulting in the decline of the House Sparrow. From there we moved on 
to paths, and how compacted soil hinders the growth of plants, and the idea of increasing environments 
within the site to increase biodiversity in the form of creating a bog garden within the old pond. There 
were lots of interesting questions that certainly kept me on my toes, and the children appeared to react 
well to the opportunity of actually seeing that we can impact on nature in a positive way with a bit of 
knowledge and planning. Further groups will be visiting the site before the Easter half term. 
  
This is a super time of the year for the children to be able to see the plants growing and the leaves 
appearing on the trees. The Horse Chestnut on the Forest School site is just showing its new leaves, and 
the Oak next to it will be the last tree to get its new leaves as we head into the summer. Pointing out to 
the children the differences in what develops first and throughout the Spring is a useful exercise in 
understanding the movement of nature, and I would encourage all parents to take a moment on the walk 
into school to point out these differences and compare and contrast different stages of development. I 
wish you all a happy Easter holidays and would encourage you all to take some time out to visit our 
fabulous local woodland. 
 

 

 
 



Year 4 Performance 

 

  

 

This term, year 4 have been busy 
practising and rehearsing for their end of 
term play Volcanoes! It has been fantastic 
to see such enthusiastic singers, singing 
about mighty volcanoes and confident 
actors. This week the year 4's have 
performed two brilliant performances to 
their parent's and the year 4 team 
couldn't be more proud after their 
fantastic performances.  
 
 

 

PFA News 
 

The children enjoyed the first school disco in a while last week. It was great to see so many happy and 
smiling faces, all with uv face paint and smiles.  We hope the kids enjoyed it as much as we did. 
 
We are planning on running a second hand uniform sale in 5T when year 5s are away for their residential 
trip. Please consider donating larger sizes of uniform in good condition as these are always wanted. Dates 
and times to follow. 
 
A quiz night with fish and chips is on the cards for 6th May so keep an eye out for further details of how to 
register your team, prizes for the winners. 
 
On Saturday 4th June we are running a Jubilee picnic and swim in conjunction with CKIS pfa. Refreshments, 
cakes, family games etc will be held on the school field. Further details of how to book will follow in early 
May but keep the diary free for some community jubilee fun.......weather permitting. 
 
Another plea for new members of the committee. We are still looking for a treasurer for the new school 
year. If you can manage a family budget then you can manage ours and there is help out there for the bits 
that are new to you! Please consider joining our small happy band of committee members. If you are 
interested please email reception and they can pass your details onto the team. 
 
Wishing everyone a nice relaxing Easter break. 
 
 
From CKJS PFA 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Us: 

  reception@ckjs.org.uk   01242 526171 

Website: www.ckjs.org.uk 

Polite Reminders 

 Please make sure your child has appropriate clothes for the weather as we will 

be outside as much possible and the weather is still wet on occasions. All 

children should have a waterproof coat in school everyday. 

 On games day please make sure your child wears  a plain t-shirt, ideally in their 

house colour and plain shorts/joggers and not team supporter kit.  

 We ask that children do not play on the wooden equipment around the outside 

of the field at the end of the day to avoid uneccesary accidents. 

 When visiting the school, please walk where possible and if you must drive, 

please park considerately to avoid upsetting our neighbours.  

 Absolutely no parking in the staff car park without prior permission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recently we have heard that some of the older children have their own WhatsApp groups. 
We would like to remind parents and children that the minimum age for using WhatsApp 
is 16. 

WhatsApp is a chat application which can be used on a mobile phone or tablet, it lets you 
send messages, images and videos to friends. You can have one to one and group 
conversations. 

We urge all parents to keep an eye on their child’s mobile phone or online activities 
involving social media. The children are constantly reminded that they must tell a parent / 
adult if they receive anything inappropriate from any application. 

As a school we strongly advise that you follow the recommended age guidelines for social 
media platforms. 

 

 

Balcarras Vacancies 

Please click here to view the job vacancies at 

Balcarras. 

http://www.ckjs.org.uk/
https://www.balcarras.gloucs.sch.uk/page/?title=Vacancies&pid=19

