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Dear Parents/Carers 

We have had a wonderful start to this 

half term, despite the sad news globally.  

An element we have really missed since 

October are our whole school 

assemblies and it has been brilliant to 

resume these.  We have especially 

missed singing together and celebrating 

all our successes. 

Thank you for your support of our 

World Book Day activities.  It was a 

super day and a real celebration of 

reading.  We had some amazing 

performances for our poetry 

competition and I have be especially 

lucky with the prize of ‘afternoon tea’ 

with the Headteacher.  Year 3 and Year 

4 winners have enjoyed this so far and I 

am looking forward to Year 5 and Year 6 

next week.  I would like to send a 

special thank you to Miss Harnett for 

organising the day. 

I would also like to send a massive 

thank you to our school business 

manager, Mrs Ferchow.  She has been 

instrumental in organising our fantastic 

response to help Ukraine.  We have 

already sent two lorries full of supplies 

to the border and have purchased, 

directly in Poland, boots and other 

equipment for Ukrainians on the front 

line. 

Head’s News 

22/02/22  

Dates for your Diary  

March 2022 

14th Year 6 ‘Mock SATs’ week 

28th Quicksticks Hockey 

29th Wildlife Quiz 

31st PTA Disco 

April 2022 

5th FGB meeting 

6th Year 4 Show 

7th New Age Kurling 

7th Year 4 Show 

8th End of term 4 

11th – 22nd Easter Holiday 

25th Start of term 5 

27th – 29th Year 5 Residential  

May 2022 

2nd Bank Holiday 

6th PTA Quiz 

 

 

 

Please note, when reporting that your child has Covid, could you also inform 

reception as to whether your child is well enough for work to be set on Teams. 

Thank you to those of you who have 

completed the communication survey, 

sent out by our governors.  The 

responses have been really useful in 

helping us to consider the most 

effective ways of communicating with 

you.  The survey is still open if you 

haven’t had chance to complete it and 

would like to share your views. 

If you are interested in school 

governance, please get in touch with 

me and I can give you some more 

information.  One important role our 

governors perform for the school is to 

check the school is managing its 

finances efficiently.  We have a small 

audit committee who complete a series 

of internal audit checks.  This is where 

you might be able to help!  We are 

looking for someone, with financial 

qualifications, who would be prepared 

to support our audit committee by 

joining their meetings (for about an 

hour) for approximately 4 times a year.  

You would not need to be a governor, 

but just be prepared to oversee some 

checks as an ‘external’ validator.  Please 

contact the school if you might be able 

to help us with this. 

Finally, I am pleased that we are able to 

start to take part in some inter-school 

competitions again.  Our football and 

netball teams have been doing well and 

our cross-country runners performed 

brilliantly yesterday.   

Have a lovely weekend. 

Sue Selwood 



 

 

  
Ukraine 

Thank you for your unwavering generosity and support of Ukraine in this 
difficult time. We have been completely overwhelmed by the kindness in our 
community and the quick response to support those affected by the crisis.  
 
The people in Ukraine are facing unimaginable suffering. The violence is 
escalating, with devastating loss of life. Thank you for helping us respond to this 
growing humanitarian crisis. 
 
Your support is invaluable to us, thank you again!  
 
We will update you with photos of the goods arriving as soon as we have some. 
 

 
  

 

 

 



 

   

 

 

 

 

 
 
Last Thursday, our teachers and children had a great time celebrating World Book 
Day. A lot of fun and exciting activities took place with the children being 
encouraged to explore the thrill and emotion that reading inspires. 
 
Throughout the day we all enjoyed a variety of activiites together including a 
thrilling game of Quidditch and guess the masked reader.  
 
Much fun was had and it is safe to say that teachers and children alike enjoyed the 
break from normal routine. Here are some photos of their imaginative costumes 
and adventures of the day. 
 

 
 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  
Thomas and Anya Tree Planting Event 

Over half term, we planted a tree along with Holy Apostles Primary school. Each school planted an 
individual oak tree for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. The aim is to plant 1 tree for each school which 
we succeeded in and had lots of fun in doing so. During the event, we got to meet Alex Chalk and our 
local councillor, Rob. 

How we did it 

To plant the tree we did these steps: 

1. Made a large hole in the ground, 

2. Carefully placed the oak and its roots inside, 

3. Added soil and gently pressed down to make sure that it was secure, 

4. Put mulch on top of the soil, 

5. Watered it with a big bucket of water, 

6. Stood back and looked to see if we had done a good enough job! 

We really enjoyed planting this tree and we would recommend everyone getting closer to nature and 
planting a tree. 

 

Polite Reminder 

If your child has represented the school at any sports event, please could they 

return any kit borrowed. We are currently missing a lot of school vest tops. 

 

 



 

   

  
 

 
 

 

 

 Forest School 
 
Forest school at CKJS is moving on at pace as some of you may have noticed. On the 26th February we had a 
team of tree surgeons in to take down the Leylandii at the front of the site. I’m sure this tree has been seen by 
generations of pupils at the school and the decision was not taken lightly, not least because of our concerns 
over protecting the habitat. The Leylandii is not a native tree in the UK, our tree was massive. This impacted 
on the Oak and Horse Chestnut trees behind the Leylandii, blocking light and impairing these trees which are 
subject to tree protection orders. The Oak can support 1000 different species, I do not have a number for the 
number of species the Leylandii can support, but it is not in the same league as the Oak. The tree also covered 
a significant percentage of the Forest School site, which could not be used for any other purpose. The sites 
development plan aims to increase biodiversity as much as possible, so with the removal of the tree, we can 
now plant Hazel, Blackthorn and Rowan, which all support a wide variety of wildlife. Although the tree is 
down, none of it was removed from the site, bark chippings will be used for paths, logs for seating, chopping 
blocks and firewood. I would like to thank Mr Guilder for his creative use of the chainsaw in fashioning a 
mushroom out of the logs, and I think this will be sat at the entrance to Forest School for many years to come. 
  
On the 5th March, a working party was organised by Becka from the PTA. We all met up from 10am onwards 
and there was a great deal of enthusiastic digging of Bramble roots and tidying up of Beach branches. The 
removal of the Bramble roots now means planting of coppicing trees can take place now spring is here. The 
Beech branches will be used to create a dead hedge by the Scout hut until our hedging there develops. I would 
like to pass on my thanks to Becca Shaw, Michael Shaw, Lisa Squire, Jenn Haigh, Paula Brewer, Heather 
Donaldson, Lanna Knight and her daughter Jemima. It would have taken me 3 weeks to accomplish what we 
did over a morning and early afternoon, so this was a massive help. 
 
I would further like to thank Jenn Haigh from Hoot Owls Forest School, for planting a Willow den in the newly 
cleared area. It will be fantastic to see how this grows, and a real treat for the children to explore. 
All of the really dramatic work is now completed, so now spring is here the site will start taking off. I’ll add 
further updates in the following newsletters, please have a look at what the area looks like now, and ask me 
any questions when you see me around. 
 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our new season is fast upon us and we are pleased to let you know about our tennis coaching 
programme for this year. 

We are based at Balcarras School and are known for being welcoming, friendly and providing a good 
quality programme for the local community. Our venue has seven outdoor courts 

Here’s what’s available: · Junior 10-week courses · Summer holiday course · Adult beginners · Adult 
improvers · Cardio tennis 

You can also become a member of our thriving club which gives you the following added benefits: 

· book courts using our online booking system 

· organised junior club and adult social tennis sessions 

· fun tournaments and competitions 

· membership rates for all coaching activities 

· being part of a sociable, inclusive and friendly club 

We are proud to have won several county and national awards including Club of the Year, Education 
Venue of the Year, Community Club of the Year and Coach of the Year. 

 

For further information about everything we have to offer visit 
www.charltonkingstennisplace.co.uk or contact Ruth Thomas on 07952 79108 

 

 

Charlton Kings Tennis 2022 

 



 

Contact Us: 

  reception@ckjs.org.uk   01242 526171 

Website: www.ckjs.org.uk 

PFA News 
 

A big thankyou to the parents who helped out with the digging of the forest school last weekend. It was 
great weather for it and managed to help Mr Brewer with his mammoth task. We hope to be able to 
arrange another in a couple of months. 
 
There is a school disco on Thursday the 31st March. Final details to follow but there will be two sessions 
with the later one for years 5&6. There will be a £3 cash entry on the door. 
 
Yr 6 hoodie orders will soon be being taken. Further info will follow to children in year 6. These are 
organised every year by the pta hopefully in time for Stackpole.  
 
Future events for jubilee, quiz night and adult disco will follow nearer the time. 
 
We are looking for new members of the pta. If you have some time to spare to help our small hut 
dedicated team we would love to meet you. We are specifically looking for a new treasurer for the next 
school year, so if you have a good eye for figures please let us know. This is a vital role that although 
sounds daunting isn't really. It's just like managing the family finances! 

 

 

 

http://www.ckjs.org.uk/

